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Annual Awards Banquet Celebrates 2006 Scholars

January 2006

Africa Education Project honored the 20064
scholars at the Third Annual Awards
Banquet. This yearly tradition formally
recognizes the AEP scholars and creates
fellowship opportunity for the scholars, their
parents/guardians, AEP staff, volunteers an
board members. This year’s event was hel
on January 22, 2006, at Antonio’s
Restaurant in Nairobi.

After enjoying an all-you-can-eat buffet
featuring various classic Kenyan dishes, th
banquet guests settled into their seats for th
program. William Siwa, AEP-Kenya
Program Coordinator, opened the ceremon
with a warm welcome and introductions.

Kat Simon-Agolory and Eric Njoroge spoke
about the history of the Africa Education
Project. Kat and Eric started the
organization in September 2003, after Eric
returned to Kenya from living in the US and
Kat returned to the US from living in Kenya.
Kat took on the fundraising activities in the
US while Eric diligently worked to establish
the AEP-Kenya program. The first AEP
scholars’ class was supported from profits
earned at an African party fundraiser held ir
Atlanta, GA, and Raleigh, NC (USA) called
Karamu African Celebration. Karamu has
since become an AEP custom and is th
organization’s signature fundraising event in
the USA.

Eric eventually left the Kenya program in
May 2005 to pursue an exciting caree
opportunity in the United Kingdom. Eric’s
commitment to AEP-Kenya has not waverecg
as demonstrated by his special trip to Keny
to meet the newest and largest class of AE
scholars. Kat has remained with AEP anc
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travels at least once a year to Kenya.

“I was totally blown away.” Eric said
sharing that all the guests of the first
scholars’ banquet in January 2004 sat at one
table. He looked around the packed room
with all its full tables and was amazed.

An important part of the evening was the
signing of the Africa Education Project
contract. The contract clearly details AEP’s
expectations of each scholar concerning
academic standards, school attendance, and
participation in AEP activities. If the
student fails to meet the terms of the
contract, they may be placed on probation or
removed from the program. A question and
answer session followed to make sure that
each parent/guardian and student understood
the scholarship requirements. Each student
along with their parent/guardian then signed
the AEP scholar’s contract.

The gratitude that filed the room was
overwhelming. Each scholar and their
parent/guardian were eager to tell stories of
how the scholarship has changed their lives
and given them hope. Floice Atieno,
guardian to Form 4 Huruma Girls Secondary
School student Noel Awino, shared “The
burden [of paying school fees] on my
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shoulder has been uplifted. Being the only
breadwinner in a family of eleven, it has not

been easy. | say thank you, thank you, thank

you!”

Tom Diero, guardian to Form 3 Friends
Secondary School student Claire Otieno,
also shared, “This has really transformed my
life, my family and my niece. Now there are
no more thoughts of how I'll get to make her
studies go on without problems.”

Joram Mbiti, a Form 3 student at Ofafa
Jericho Secondary School told of how he
found out that he received the scholarship
“Siwa called me and told me that | receiveg
the scholarship. | was so happy and
surprised, all | could say was yes, yes, thank
you, thank you and more thank yous. Ag

soon as | hung up, | told my mother who
couldn't control herself and started
screaming and shouting for joy!”

And there were so many more stories that
the scholars and their parent/guardian
wanted to tell and so many more thank you’s
that they wanted to bestow upon AEP and
all AEP donors in the United States.

This year’s class is composed of 6 females
and 6 males who attend three secondary
schools in the Nairobi area. Three of the
scholars are orphans.

The evening closed with a photo session
with the scholars and their
parents/guardians. Each scholar will be
featured on the AEP website.
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