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Five Scholars Complete Secondary/Vocational School

December 2005

One Tumaini scholar and four ALJ scholars
completed their vocational school and
secondary school educations respectively i
December.

Daniel Keitany, AEP’s first Tumaini
scholar, completed his vocational studies ir
carpentry at Kituro Youth Polytechnic in
Karbarnet, Kenya. He consistently rankeq
in the top three of his class during his two-
year tenure at the college.

The future is very exciting for Daniel. AEP-
Kenya assisted him in obtaining a smal
business grant to begin his carpentry
business. AEP-Kenya is working with
Daniel to draft his business plan. Daniel ig
the oldest in a family of ten children. His
business will not only support his family but
also provide a needed skill in his village
located in the Great Rift Valley. “The
Tumaini Scholarship has truly changed my
life. It really gave me and my family hope,”

he shares referring to the name of the

scholarship that funded his training.
(“Tumaini” means “hope” in Swahili.)
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Daniel is proud of his accomplishment.

Wandera Barasa, Geoffin Nyamwaya, Eric
Opiyo and Tim Otieno were in the first ALJ
scholars class selected in December 2003.
AEP-Kenya funded their form 3 (eleventh
grade) and form 4 (twelfth grade) years at
Ofafa Jericho Secondary School. All of the
graduated scholars spoke very highly about
the Africa Education Project.

Pictured from left to right: Tim Otieno,
Wandera Barasa, Kat Simon-Agolory and
Eric Opiyo in the Eastleigh community of
Nairobi.

“Apart from academics, AEP really aims at
the scholars having fun in high school.”
Wandera shares laughing as he remembers
the AEP-sponsored Mount Longonot hiking
trip and outing to the movies. He advises
other ALJ scholars, “In whatever you do,
work at it with all your heart and never give
up no matter the circumstances and have
gratitude in your hearts.”

Eric Opiyo adds, “AEP has really helped me
through school. And | have learned to
socialize as well as express myself.
Through the program, | have discovered my
talents.” He sincerely thanked AEP and
AEP-Kenya staff for their guidance.

Page 1 of 2



www.africaeducationproject.org

According to Tim, “Unlike other sponsoring
organizations, AEP makes a difference
because there is personal contact with the
scholars. They just didn’t pay our school
fees. They really invested in our lives.”

Since the young men were the first scholars
to go through the ALJ and Tumaini
programs, they have been instrumental in
giving feedback about the programs
including identifying program weaknesses
and strengths. AEP staff shares that the
scholars have been vital in helping the
organization  design more  effective
programs.

“I am so proud of these young men!” Kat
Simon-Agolory, AEP Executive Director,
begins with tears welling in her eyes. ‘I
remember reading their applications in 2003,
meeting them at the first scholar’s banque
in 2004 and developing relationships with
them over the past two years. They hav
truly matured into impressive young men.”
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AEP-Kenya works with each graduated ALJ
scholar to develop after graduation plans|.
Geoffin has decided to enter into a Christian
college to train to be a minister. The
remaining three ALJ scholars have theil
sights set on entering university.

Their quest to enter university will be a
long, arduous one. University acceptances
are based solely on the Kenya Certificate of
Secondary Education (KCSE). Form four
students take 8 exam subjects (but only the
student’s top 7 subjects are considered) eac¢h

worth 12 points for a maximum score of 84
points.

Over 260,000 students sat for the KCSE in
October 2005. Only 10,000 students will be
admitted into one of Kenya’'s five public
universities based on exam results. There
are numerous private universities in Kenya
but they are usually too expensive for the
average Kenyan to afford.

KCSE results will be released in late
February 2006. University acceptances will
be announced over a year and a half later in
September 2007 and accepted university
students will begin in October 2007. AEP is
faithful that Wandera, Eric and Tim will be
among the entering university class in 2007.
Until then, AEP-Kenya is working with each
scholar to develop pre-university/post
secondary school plans. The plans may
include internships with AEP-Kenya and/or
other organizations related to the scholar’s
career interest.

The graduated scholars strategize with
AEP staff about post-secondary school
plans.
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